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Lore Now. 


BT ROSE HAWTHORNE LATHBOP. 

The sanctity that ia about the dead, 

To make us lov« them more than late, when 
here — 

la not well to find the living dear, 
"With sanctity like this, ere they have fled ? 

The tender thoughts we nurture for a loss 
Of mother, friend, or child — Oh ! it were wise 
To spend this glory on the earnest eyes, 

The longing heart, that feel life's present cross. 

Give also mercy to the living here, 

Whose keen-strung souls will quiver at your 

touch ; 
The utmost reverence is not too much 
For eyes that weep although the lips may sneer. 

— NewYobk City. 


A Chapter tn Church History, 


BY N'OSAM. 

We will Brat introduce our readers to the state 
ot things that existed in the very early church. 
During this period Palestine was governed by a 
Roman procurator like Pilate. These procurators 
would not trouble themselves with what they re- 
garded art the sectarian quarrels of a conquered 
people, so that the persecution of the Christians 
was left to the fierce daring of individuals like 
Saul. But for three years Herod Agrippa, by the 
favor of the Emperor Claudius Ctesar, reigned ay 
king over Che whole country ; and the Jews then 
had the malicious pleasure of seeing official steps 
regularly talien by the mpreme power to put down 
the new faith. One ol the twelve leaders (James) 
is executed. Another, (Peter) the greatest of all, 
is arrested, and, like hi* Master fourteen years be- 
fore, bis fate is to be submitted to the tender mei- 
oie<? of an excited passover crowd. 

A comprehensive mode of treating this last 
episode is to consider it as a batttlc. Who are 
the cunt ending parties ? The king, proud, popu- 
lar, powerful; and the church, humble, despised, 
senningly help'ess. One side is trying to ke,->p, 
Peter fivm execution; the other side trying to save 
him. Look at the weapons in this warfare: — 

What is the king relying on ? On strong pris- 
on walls, heavy doors, iron gates ; and sixteen sol- 
diers (the meaning of four quartet ions) in charge 
of one man. In Acts 12, where this circumstance 
is recorded, the very Greek words are significant 
in their repetitions. "Prison" in verses 4, 5, 6, 
{not in verse 7 where it iB or should be building) 
'■keep" in verse 4, "keepers" in verse 6, and "ward' 
in verse 10, are in the original all connected words. 

The only way of expressing it in English would 
be by saying lh.it Peter was Hept n by "keepers" 
in the "keep." One would think all th.s safe 
enough ; and if Herod means next day to bring 
him forth, who is to prevent him r" 

But — yes, there ia a "iuf" in the case and how 
much hangs upon it ! — what is the church relying 
on ? There is only one thing that it can do — that 
is to pray and rely on the Lord, This they do 
"without ceasing," Do they pray confidently ? 
God let James be killed, ao it ia clear he will not 
Always interpose. Still Jesus left them such posh 
tive promise;", that they pray on. 

Such is the contrast between the church and the 
king. Now see the contrast between the church 
and Peter. 

In the dungeon, baned and locked in, lying 
chained to two Roman soldiers, expecting death 
the next day — is Peter nervous and frightened ? 

He is peacefully sleeping ! Suddenly a bright 
light, and some one striking and waking him. 
His chains fell off' his hands, and bis guards neith- 
er hear the clank, nor see the angel. But ere 
Peter's cloths put on miraculously ? No, God 
works no needless miracles ; what Peter can do 
for himself he is to do Out they go; gates and 
sentinels no obstacles 

Are they sleeping at the house of Mary ? They, 
'unlike Peter, too anxious for that, are, all the long 
night hours, crying to God for Peter's deliverance. 
And they, too, are suddenly startled by an unlook- 
ed for summons. What can that knocking mean ? 
Has Herod found us out, too? Why, it was only 
what they had been praying tor! Yet now that 
God had really heard them, they cannot believe it 1 


Is not this the way it has ever been. By letting 
Herod symbolize haughty, defiant, arrogant and 
ignorant tyranny, and Peter represents truth, we 
have before us that which has often been the ex- 
perience of Christianity. There was a time when 
chains, prisons and death were the only arguments 
of tyranny. We see that chains and imprison- 
ment does not kill truth. Though sleeping peace- 
fully it ia aroused and walks forth unshackled in 
perfect safety. 

Although the days of prison and chains for re- 
ligion are past, tyranny is not yet quite gone. 
Anathemas and ostracism are the weapons now 
used. The most disgraceful and humiliating part 
in the history of truth ia, that those who have been 
rescued from the clutches of tyranny should them- 
eelves in turn become tyrannical lo those who dif- 
fer with them. 

This seems to be one of the great enigmas of 
life, that those who have been persecuted and os- 
tracised for conscientious adherence to principle, 
should in turn persecute. It must be the evidence 
that long continuance with ignorance, prejudice, 
superstition and exclusiveness must contaminate 
the mind and heart of man. May God grant that 
we may never experience in our midst the evil ef- 
fect of long fellowship with mrrow exclusiveness 
and ignorant superstition ; but that truth may 
ever be fr"e jnd unshaekeled. 


It is a solemn thing to die, but sometimes it is 
more solemn to live : that is if you are on the devil's 
side in the issues of life. 

R, P. Mallott. 

Cambria, Ind. 


I'eu Wavelets, 


There is an innate principle in man called ?"n- 
dependence that is recognized even by the Creator; 
but how often it is abused. I mean the human ''will." 
"Behold I stand at the door and knock, and if any 
man will open unto me." 

"Whosoever will" let him take the water of life 
"freely." God travels all through our emotional 
natures — hope, fear, i.csire, anxiety, and sensibili- 
ties. He goes into the intellect, awakens, percep- 
tion, judgment, reason, memory and all the giant 
powers of mind until He reaches the will, then there 
is a stand-still. He represents Himself as standing 
all the night long, waiting until His locks are wet 
with the dews, Cant. 5: 2, saying "Turn ye, turn 
ye, for why will ye die?" You see by this, that 
while God acknowledges oiir independence He 
nevertheless warns, exhorts, and entreats against 
its possible abuse. ''Where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is liberty." 2 Cor. 3: 17. "Use not your 
liberty for an occasion to the flesh." Gal. fl: 13. 
"As free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of 
maliciousness but as the servants of God." 1 
Peter 2: lo. 

Let your wills be merged into God's counsel, 
then you can enjoy the blessings of independence 
in the sense of rising above your every day tempta- 
tions. "If ye know the truth, the truth shall make 
you free" said Jesus to the Jew's that believed on 
him; what they enjoyed we may if we but believe. 
This is gospel election, "Whosoever will," is elect- 
ed for the kingdom of God. Whosoever will not 
has deen foreordained to "Eat the fruit of his own 
ways and be filled with his own devices." "Ye 
have set at naught all my counsel and would have 
none of my reproof." 

Let us teach our friends the character of Him 
whom we serve. John had told his disciples so 
much about Jesus that when He carae they were 
ready to follow him. All the Baptist need say was 
"Behold the lamb of God." Especially ought 
every parent and teacher have the hearts of the 
children prepared to welcome Jesus. 

A pastor having just preached on, "They 
brought him to Jesus," asked his little girl who 
are you going to bring ? "I shall bring myself first." 

This is wisdom : Wards of piety without examples 
are like the ringing of a cracked bell. God could 
have said He loved the world but we could not 
have comprehended its fullness were it not for the 
giving of our Savior to die for us. "Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man give his life for 
his friends." "Ye are my friends if ye do whatso- 
ever I command you." If you mean to be good 
don't stand over with the devil's troops. If you 
should die there the "Old fellow" would have his 
claims established. "You fell upon my battle 
field" and he might possibly gain a victory over 
Michael the Arch-Angel in heaven. Then you 
would be gone sure enough. 


Eternal Pnnlshnent. 

"These shell go iway into everUattng punishment ; but the 
righteous into life eternal"— Matt. 26 :40. 

We conclude from the text that there is a state 
of future rewards for the righteous, therefore there 
is a state ol future punishment for the wicked. 
AH principles of quality, exist in qualities. These 
principles are reciprocal, each individually is de- 
pendent for its existence upon the other. It is 
illustrated in good and evil, life and death, propor- 
tion and disporprotion, rest and motion. To un- 
derstand any one of such principles our minds 
must have some idea of its reciprocal or correlative. 

To have an idea of motion we must have an 
idea of rest. No one of these principles, without 
at least the abstract existence ot its correlative, 
can be said to exist at all i. e., if there was no order 
there would be no anarchy : if there was no life 
there could be no death : if there was no good 
there could oe no evil, and the possibility of evil in 
in the concrete is compelled to bo created in order 
that there might exist good. It is necessary, how- 
ever, that both correlatives should exist in the con- 
crete in order to exist at all, or for us to have an 
idea of either of them ; it is sufficient that one of 
them has an existence in the abstract. And such 
an existence all principles of quality, character, 
and state, huve had from all eternity. Both cor- 
relatives generally exist in a concrete form ; but 
the necessity of the existence of one of them from 
the correlation that the other may exist, is not 
found in the concrete, but in the abstract — if in 
the concrete, then with reference to good and evil. 

Manicheism, or something similar is correct. 
Good is eternal in the abstract and eternal in the 
concrete; its correlative evil is eternal in the ab- 
straetand finite in the concrete. Evil never assumed 

• 

a concrete from as far «*« we know till Satan became 
false to his obligations and rebelled against God. 
Both good and evil now exist in the concrete. 
And to one or the other all moral natures tend. 
Under the influence of one or the other all moral 
natures expand, develop, and perfect their charac- 
ters. 

All men are either good or evil. All men are 
moral agents. If these two propositions be true, it 
follows if men are good or evil they are such as a 
matter of choice — voluntarily good or voluntarily 
evil. Indeed there is no other kind of good or 
evil. If this be true again, it follows, if one man be 
voluntarily good it gives him merit, if another be 
voluntarily evil it gives him actual demerit. 

If one man possesses merit he deserves a reward 
whether he ever received it or not, if another man 
possesses demerit he deserves punishment whether 
he ever receives it or not. Now simple justice re- 
quires that they both shall have their deservings. 

It is not disputed that merit deserves and receives 
its reward, then in all the strength of an essential 
correlation demerit does and must receive its pun- 
ishment. And the very same argument which 
would give merit reward beyond the grave, must 
in virtue of a correlation give demerit punishment 
beyond the grave. And the very aame argument 
which gives that fixedness and perpetuation to 
merit beyond this life as to insure an eternal 
reward, gives that fixedness and perpetuation to de- 
merit beyond this life as to insure eternal punish- 
ment. In fact, if there id no future punishment 
for the wicked, there is no future reward for the 
righteous. If there Is no eternal future punish- 
ment for the wicked, there is no eternal future re- 
ward for the righteous. 

The Bible unites the two, and uses the same 
language to express the time when both are entered 
into, and their continuation. A state of future 
reward is the logical result of good in the concrete, 
when the subject of the good 1b in a state of trial. 
If so, a state of future punishment is the logical 
result in the concrete, when the subject of the evil 
is in a state of trial, 

A state of future rewards and a state of future 
punishments are not correlatives, but they are re- 
sults of the correlatives of good and evil. And as 
the correlation between good and evil necessitates. 


